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Indian nurses walk to freedom

Special plane to fly them to Cochin from Arbil today

SURESH PATTALI

DUBAI — In a dramatic turn of
events, the 46 nurses who were
forcibly taken to Mosul by Iragi
militants were handed over to Indi-
anauthorities on Friday afterncon.

At 9am when this correspon-
dent managed to speak to one of
the nurses held captive in a Mosul
building, she said she was unaware
of any such move., The woman
sounded a bit worried though she
said there was no threat to life,
They were served dinner but there
was no breakfast which she said
could be due to fasting
month of Ramadan.

A few minutes later, jaws
dropped and smiles froze on their
lips when the militants told the

in the holy

captives to pack up and board a
bus to travel to the airport. They
did not say which airport they
were headed to, though most of
them presumed it to be Arbil,
which s around 80km away.

The women from the south In-
dian state of Kerala scrambled to
send “homecoming” messages to
their parents. At the drop of'a hat,
politicians took to the social me-
dia to hail the happy ending to the
nurses saga as a huge diplomatic
victory for the Narendra Modi
government at the centre,

The visual media celebrated the
news as parents forwarded mes-
sages from their wards,

According to sources, the milj-
tants handed over the nurses at
the Mosul checkpoint to interme-
diaries who ferried them through
the no-man’s land to the Kurdish
checkpoint. The sources said that

the Kurdish authorities, after for-
malities, transported the women
to the Arbil checkpoint and hand-
ed them over to waiting Indian
Embassy officials, including Am-
bassador Ajay Kumar.

It was a moment for prayer and
thanksgiving. Calls flew to fami-
lies and friends back home.

Marina M. Jose, one of the free
birds, spoke to Khaleej Times soon
after. “We are all so happy. God is
great. My sincere thanks to the Jo-
cal authorities and the Indian gov-
emnment and embassy officials for
securing our release and all fellow
Indians for keeping us in their
prayers,” Marina said.

The nurses were then shifted to
hotel rooms in the Kurdish region-
al capital for an overnight stay.
The Indian mission has made alj
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The push and pull behind Isil U-turn

Suresh Pattali

DUBAI — While euphoria enveloped India over the
release of the 46 nurses from their captors in Iragq,
Questions that the Narendra Mod; government
wouldn’t answer raised a few eyebrows,

Who helped secure their release and would this
also mean freedom is imminent for the 39 Indian

workers abducted by gunmen near Mosul? “Diplo-

macy works through the front door, we are using
other doors,” said External Affairs Ministry spokes-
man Syed Akbaruddin.

However,

Teaching Hospital by Islamic State of Iraq militants.

Intervention at the highest level, interaction with
regional states, the Isil’s desire to present itself as a
responsible actor and
Ramadan are highlighted as the possible factors.

sources pointed out that a bougquet of
factors contributed to the release of the nurses with-
in hours after they were forcibly taken from the Tikrit

the spirit of the holy month of

There was a script.

cently wrested back one-third
the Tikrit Teaching Hospital,

The sources said India had been exploring differ-
ent channels. After 32 Turkish truck drivers were
released by the Tragi militants on Thursday, India’s
Ministry of External Affairs reportedly held talks
Turkey and Syria to
find how it was arranged. They said External Affairs
Minister Sushma Swaraj also held telephonic talks

with its counterparts in Jordan,

with foreign ministers of the GCC states.

The sources said it’s probably intervention at the
player that spurred the [sil,
which saw the women's release as a timely “gambit to
gain atleast a semblance of sympathy” at a time when
the world is looking at them as the most ruthless kill-
1o better time than the holy

highest level by a regional

ing force. And there is

month of Ramadan to show benevolence.,

It wasn’t a voluntary U-turn by
the militants who had transported the nurses all the
way to their citadel. But the script was probably writ-
ten only after the militants took the nurses to check-
mate advancing Iragi government troops who re-
of the city and most of



